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SUBJECT: ADB TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON 
DEVELOPMENT BANKING FOR SOUTH PACIFIC 

REE: MANILA 10637 

1 . PROPOSED ADB TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
TRAINING PROGRAM APPEARS AN EXCELLENT 
VEHICLE FOR FURTHERING ECONOMIC DEVELOP- 
MENT IN THE REGION. DEVELOPMENT BANKS 
ARE IN A NASCENT STATE THROUGHOUT THE 
AREA AND THE ADB MOVE TO ASSIST THESE 
INSTITUTIONS TO MAKE A FIRM START AT 

THE OUTSET IS TO BE WELCOMED. 
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2. NOT ONLY WILL THE PROPOSED PROJECT 
SERVE TO PROVIDE NEEDED TECHNICAL 
EXPERTISE BUT, BY INCLUDING A WIDE RANGE 
OF PARTICIPANTS, WILL SERVE TO ENHANCE 
REGIONAL COHESION, AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT 
IN US POLICY IN THE AREA. FINALLY, THE 
PROPOSED PROGRAM WILL CLEARLY DEMONSTRATE 
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THAT THE ADB IS INDEED PREPARED TO PLAY 
AN ACTIVE ROLE IN THE PACIFIC AND ASSUAGE 
ISLAND FEARS THAT THE BANK CONCENTRATES 
UNDULY ON THE NEEDS OF ITS LARGER EAST 
ASIAN MEMBERS. 

3. FOR ALL OF THESE REASONS WE STRONGLY 
SUPPORT USADB REQUESTS FOR FAVORABLE NAC 
ACTION IN THIS WORTHWHILE PROPOSAL. 

SELDEN 

NOTE: 
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